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Going on Vacation? Here’'s How To
Protect Yourself and Your Home

Each year thousands of vacationers experienceuindiating, degrading,
and sometimes frightful effects of crime. You niighink I’'m talking about
personal assault, but statistics indicate there'®ee common crime: personal
theft while on vacation.

Although summer and holidays are the most pogirta for vacations,
anytime you travel for business or pleasure, youbmrome a target for burglars
and thieves. Many of them are watching and waifiingust the right
opportunity to strike.

Here are a few tips to dramatically reduce yoandes of becoming a
victim:

Protecting Your Home:

When leaving your home, double check all doorswimdlow locks, and
purchase slide-lock protection for sliding doors frequent point of entry for
burglars. The locks cost less than a dollar amglsi screw onto your
window frame. Garage windows and doors, alsoguiat point of entry,
should be secured.

Ask a friend to stop by your home at different tenwehile you are away, or
to be a house sitter. Ask them to turn on lightsight, or consider buying a
light timer set for every evening. Setting up riplét timers in alternating
rooms works best. Radio timers are also a goaal ide

Temporarily cancel newspaper subscriptions andppast mail delivery,
unless you've made arrangements for someone toupickese items on a
daily basis.

Engrave your name or an identifiable number (yaun 6secret code”) on
large valuables. It makes them less attractiautglars, and makes them
easier to identify and recover if they are stolen.

Consider installing an alarm system, which canesent only as protection,
but may qualify you for a discount on your homeorsasurance.

If you have more than one car, park your secondicieen your driveway
while you're away. If you will be away for moreatn a week, ask a friend to
change the position of the car a few times duriogyyabsence.

Move expensive electronic equipment away from tivelaws where they
might be visible.

Don't give your home a “closed-down” look by comiglg shutting drapes
and blinds.

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Raleigh-TriangleHomesNC.com



Word For The Month...

Experts say a strong vocabulary is a
sign of higher intellect and advanced
culture. Here’s this month’s word, so
you can impress your friends and
colleagues...

Moribund \mohr-eh-behnd\ (adj.)

Meaning: Inactive or becoming
outmoded. Obsolete.

Example Sentence: Mr. Keebles refug
to part with hismoribund IBM
cardpunch machine and mainframe
computer in his computer technology
class at the high school.

Consumer Corner...

Here are a few neat tricks you can usg

around your home.
Nutritious Soft Drinks: Does your
family drink too many soft drinks? A
healthy substitute is to add a little
club soda, ginger ale or lemon lime
soft drink to your favorite juices.
Iron Maintenance: Does your iron
pull and drag on fabric because of
brown spots on the sole plate? Rub
with a mixture of heated vinegar and
salt to remove the mineral deposits.
The inside of the iron may need
cleaning, too. Fill the water reservoi
with white vinegar water and let the
iron heat and steam for a few minuté
Pour out the vinegar water and rinse
with clean water. Before using on
clothes, steam iron on an old rag un
the steam runs clear.
Handy Bags: Throw a couple plastig
grocery bags into your car’s glove
compartment. They will come in
handy on outings to hold little

treasures like wet bathing suits, fastt

food trash, or anything you need to
seal quickly and easily.

Perfect Flowers: Flowers from your
garden don't need to flop in a vase.
plastic scouring pad placed in the
bottom of the vase makes a great
floral “frog.” They fit into odd-
shaped containers too.

Quote of the Month...
“The only service a friend can really
render is to keep up your courage by

Make sure your homeowner’s policy is paid and thiicp suits your current
R?readnsgie for lawn and landscaping services if yoir will be longer than a
\I,\lvgsl(:r leave spare keys “hidden” under doormatswgwhere outside your
Irlloyrgﬁ’.re departing from a local airport, don’t w&iyour personal address on
your luggage tags. Use a business address instead.

While On Vacation:

Use a hotel safe to store valuable items instedebeing them in your hotel
room.

Keep the entry and balcony doors locked and usgbdédts and chains
wherever possible.

Don't open the door to anyone. Even if a hotebmepan shows up, call the
front desk to verify that a repairman has been.sent

Don't leave keys lying around when you're at thaddeor pool.

If you rent a car, be sure the rental agency isadeertised anywhere on the
car. Tourists and travelers are frequently taybiethese means.

Always lock your car, even if you will be gone fast a few minutes.

At night, park in a lighted, visible place. If seone seems to be following
you to your car, walk past it and find help.

es

All it takes is a little common sense and foretiiaii and you can measurably
reduce your chances of becoming a victim of crime.

it

Do you find yourself getting that urge to driopge Open Houses, even when you're bu
You're not alone. Many homeowners visit open heuseget design ideas, or to see how tiffeir
*S. || home compares in the neighborhood.

But if you find yourself attracted to Open Housesgfiently, you might want to ask
yourself “why.” You may find that, even thougbwre happy with your current home, yo
might be subconsciously searching for your dreaméoPerhaps you want a bigger yard.
quieter street. A gourmet kitchen.

i

Whatever the reason, | can help. My computerizéohie Search” system can almost
instantly search the market finding teacthome you want — automatically. | can get you
daily updates on the newest homes on the marlddtehibargains, investment properties,
more. And there’s never any pressure when workiitig me, just great service. Even if
you're just “thinking” and want to know what'st therg” call me at(919) 810-2203.
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Fast Relief For Weekend Warriors

If you ever get a sprain, headache, or other aitrtteat needs application of
an ice pack, you can make your own easily and dhedth simple water and
rubbing alcohol.

Here's how: Pour % cup of water and ¥ cup rubhbikghol into a zippered
storage bag and close. Put the bag into anotlierskal, and freeze. Because

holding up to you a mirror in which you the alcohol doesn't freeze, you will end up withiee, flexible, slushy ice pack.

can see a noble image of yourself

Be sure to label the contents clearly so that rewifi try to use it for anything

-George Bernard Sha

v edible. Double or triple the recipe for larger k&c
Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Raleigh-TriangleHomesNC.com



Mind Teaser...
What falls but does not break, and wh
breaks but does not fall?

(answer at bottom of last page)

Thrifty Tip Of The Month...
Here’s a great way to buy quality paint

for your home at pennies on the dollar.

Many paint stores have a supply of pal
that is either not exactly the color the
customer really wanted, or the custom
who ordered the color never came bag
to pick it up.

These paints are called “mistints,” and
you can buy them for only a few dollar

per gallon. There is nothing wrong wif

the paint; it's just that the company
cannot sell it as regular stock because
was a special mix. It's a win-win

situation for the store and for you!

Wacky Bumper Stickers...
Here is a series of strange, but true
bumper stickers seen around the
country...
CAUTION! | Drive Like You Do!
I'm Back By Popular Demand
They're Not Hot Flashes, They're
POWER SURGES!
The Big Bang Theory: God Spoke
and BANG It Happened
| Still Miss My Ex-Husband, But My
Aim Is Improving
I Almost Had A Psychic Girlfriend,
But She Left Me Before We Met
| Drive Way Too Fast To Worry
About Cholesterol
Hang-Up And Drive!
Despite The Cost Of Living, Have
You Noticed How It Remains So
Popular?

Life Lessons...
The most valuable function
performed by the federal governmer
is entertainment.
A person who is nice to you, but rud
to a waiter, is not a nice person.
No matter what happens, someone
will find a way to take it way too
seriously.
The main accomplishment of almost
all organized protests is to annoy
people who are not in them.
There is a fine line between “hobby”
and “mental illness.”

Could Antibiotics Prevent
Heart Disease?

Everyone knows that cholesterol, high blood pressand lack of exercise
are factors in heart disease. Now a new playeehtesed the field—infection.
Researchers have found a bacterium that causempn&y “Chlamydia
intPneumoniae,” in the arterial plaques present itrobted coronary arteries.

At

er  In preliminary studies, patients with atherosciésavho were given

k antibiotics against Chlamydia fared better thaséhwho were not so treated.
Some doctors suggest that anyone who has had tealtteak should consider
taking an antibiotic long enough to eradicate ahia@ydia infection that may

X be present.

h There are currently many studies underway. If tien out to be valid, we

itmay have a new tool against heart disease. Fag mfwrmation contact your
doctor, or go tavww.americanheart.org

00T.15th Re-00T.25th
€€ WHOLE LOTTA

BHAPP Y|t

Exhibitiddapen 9 a.m. — 9:45 p.m.
Ticket Boopen 8 a.m. — 10 p.m.

% A

Fairground gates open 8 a.m. — midnight
Midway rides open 10 a.m. — midnight

Visit www.ncstatefair.org/200%r more information.

Do You Have A Home Inventory?

What's the best way to make the most of your iasoce dollars and protect
your belongings in case of an emergency or disastreate a home inventory of
everything you own.

According to the Insurance Information Institutee home inventory will
help you to:

Purchase enough insurance to replace the itemswou
Get insurance claims settled faster.
Substantiate losses for income tax purposes.

—

@D

To make the task easier, the Institute created¥Kiour Stuff — Home
Inventory Software” available as a free downloadnatv.knowyourstuff.org.
The software lets you store digital photographs@heith your list of
possessions. You can burn a copy of the informadroa CD or print out a
room-by-room document and store either in a safeposit box or other secure
location.

Here’s good advice: Make it fun by getting thily involved. Have your
kids help out by opening closets and drawers atithdj the contents.

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Raleigh-TriangleHomesNC.com



Did You Know...
Hershey’s kisses are called that
because the machine that makes th
looks like it's kissing the conveyor
belt.
The longest recorded flight of a
chicken is thirteen seconds.
An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its
brain.
“I am” is the shortest complete
sentence in the English language.
A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and n
one knows why.

Thanks for Thinking of Me!

Did you know | can help you or any of
your friends, family or acquaintances
save time and money when buying or
selling a home? Thanks for keeping
me in mind with your referrals...and
spreading the word!

Who You Ask Is Everything!
The graduate with a Science degree
asks, “Why does it work?”

The graduate with an Engineering
degree asks, “How does it work?”
The graduate with an Accounting
degree asks, “How much will it cost?”
The graduate with a Liberal Arts degre
asks, “Do you want fries with that?”

The Job Interview...

“I see you were last employed by a
psychiatrist,” said the employer to the
applicant. “Well,” she replied, “I just
couldn’t win. If | was late, | was
hostile. If | was early, | had an anxiety
disorder. If | was on time, | was
compulsive.”

Answer To Mind Teaser...
Night and Day.

THANK YOU for reading my

personal
newsletter. | wanted to produce a
newsletter that has great content and
fun and valuable to you. Your
constructive feedback is always
welcome.

Annette Holt
REMAX UNITED

(919) 810-2203
AHolt@Remax.net

www.Raleigh-TriangleHomesNC.com
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“Who Else Wants To Win Movie
Tickets For Two?”

Take my Trivia Challenge and you could win too!

Guess Who Won Last Month’s Trivia Question? Oagain Brian Jones
and Sheena Green were the first persons to coratswer my quiz
guestion..They are getting to see lots of free movies, wetwan to win too, so
call Annette now...

Where Was George Washington Sworn In As First Predent Of The U.S.?
a) Boston b) Philadelphia c) Baltimore N#w York e) Las Vegas

No, it was not Las Vegas! The answer is letter ‘®eorge Washington, our
nation’s first president, was sworn into officetle city of New York. So let's
move on to this month’s trivia question...

How Many Bathrooms Are In The White House?

a)l7 b)22 c¢)11 d)28 e)35
Call me right now with your answer and you could ¥do! (919) 810-2203

Real Estate Corner...

Q. We just received a great offer to purchase our homeProblem is, the
prospective purchaser wants to close escrow on Nawber 15, just three
weeks from now. Things are happening so fast, cdahe buyer really
close in three weeks?

Yes, the buyer can close in just three weeks, dé\tbe buyer is obtaining
financing for the purchase. The loan process sanlly be completed in
time for the closing; however, your REALTGRas a very important
responsibility to protect you against the followisggnario:

Let's say it's three days before closing and yostitt waiting for the
buyer’s lender to issue final approval on theimlo& ou’re packing at a
feverish rate, the movers are scheduled, utilgrestransferred, services will
be cancelled in three days, and you're made ahgements predicated on
the home closing on November 15.

On November 14 you receive a call from your REALTORforming you
that the processing of the loan will delay closjogworse yet, the buyers
have been declined for financing!). As you cangina, the financial and
emotional consequences of this call are devastating

To prevent this scenario, your REALTORould place the following clause
into the purchase contract: “If by November 5 gedled seller’'s agent have
not received documentation of loan approval fromchaser’s lender for the
purchase referenced in the contract, sellers gat éxclusive option, reserve
the right to adjust the closing date up to 15 dsfter such time as
documentation of unconditional loan approval iereed.” Handling
potential problems like this is just one of thes@as why you should be
represented by a competent, caring REALTOR

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Raleigh-TriangleHomesNC.com



Hurry! $8000 First-Time Homebuyer Tax Creditexpires November 30th!

Are you curious about a property? Have you tried Cubside Connection
yet? Call Annetteso we can load your phone numbers and then giveat
try....Just call (919) 746-7383 for information 24 on any property "Listed"

for sale. (If you call without giving us your phone numbersthe system will randomly assign you to a
REMAX UNITED agent.)

Prime Lochmere Location! " Family Friend ! Amazing Affordability!
4 bedrooms / 3 baths 4 bedrooms / 2 %2 baths 3 bedroom / 1 % baths
3250 sq ft, Lochmere Village 844 sq ft, Town Hall Commons 1601sq. ft., Iron Gate

Incredible Bargain! Priced to Sell NOW Executive Retreat!
4 bedrooms / 3 % baths 4 bedrooms / 2 ¥» baths 5 bedrooms /5 Y2 baths
2780 sq ft, Cameron Pond 1682 sq ft, Sunset Forest 3730 sq ft, Cameron Pond
NEW CONSTRUCTION




Annette Holt's Results Team.....

“Here’s Free Advice And Services For My Friends And Clients To Help Save You
Valuable Time And Money. Never Feel Obligated, I'm  Here To Help...”

Annette, Please (__ ) Mail, (__ ) Fax, Or (__ )all Me Immediately With The Following Free Info:

Free Consumer Reports: (order one or al)

(__) Special Home Seller’'s Bookletdbw To Avoid 7 Costly Mistakes When Selling Your iHé’

(__) Special Home Seller's Bookletdbw To Sell Your Home For Top Dollar, With Or Withd A
REALTOR®”

(__) Special Home Seller's Bookle##4 Money-Making Tips For Preparing Your Home To $el

(__) Special Home Buyer’'s Booklet ‘Secrets For Saving Thousands When Finding, BuyiAgd
Financing Your Next Home"’

(__) Special Consumer’s BooklettZ Revealing Questions You Should Ask Before HirlA\Y Realtof

Free Consumer Resources: (money-saving guidance is just a phone call or fagy)

(_) Please send me your spetiaider’'s Market Analysisshowing home features, listing and sales prices
for the most recent homes listed and sold in (area or street).

(_) Please call me to share your Free, no obtigdfiaximum Home Value Audito determine the top
dollar market value of my home, and share strasefgieselling it fast.

(__) Please call me to talk about your Free, na@gabbnPreferred Home Locator Service&here your
computers will search the market on an on-goingstfas homes meeting the exact features, prices and
areas I'm looking for.

(_) Please tell me the listing price for the hahe .

(_) Please tell me how much the home at Sold for.

(__) Please call me to talk about the many waydftrdably finance my next home.

(_) I need help finding a competent Service Prewvidr

Thank You For Thinking Of Me!

(_)Annette, | know someone thinking of buyin
selling a home soon, and know you will
provide them with an outstanding level of Phone: ( ) -
service as a caring and competent agent

Share A FREE Subscription...

(_)Annette, Please send a Free monthly subscription o Name:

Name:

your “Service For Lifé newsletter to the following Address:
person. Please also send them a friendly note mjthbes City: State
wishes, and explaining they can cancel any timg ish. Zin Phone:

4 Ways To Contact Me For These Helpful Resources An  d Services:
(__) Call me at (919) 810-2203 or (919) 297-1958
(_ ) EMAIL Me At AHolt@remax.net
(_) FAX This Form To My Fax Line At (919) 469-8444
(__) SEND This Form To: 51 Kilmayne Drive, Suite 100, Carg 7511



